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NEWS

New head of the Local Authority Caterers

Association (LACA) Beverley Baker, speaking at

the London School Kitchens Forum, urged more

thought to be given to kitchen and dining

facilities on new building projects.

The forum, organised jointly with PKL,

addressed key issues facing catering in schools.

Delegates included catering and facilities

management specialists from a number of local

authorities, as well as representatives from

associations and central government.

A key focus of the day was the opportunities

to improve catering facilities within the Building

Schools for the Future (BSF) and Primary

Capital Programme initiatives.

Baker noted that BSF projects often give

little thought to improving catering facilities,

despite the wealth of scientific evidence linking

the quality of dining facilities with learning,

behaviour and wellbeing.

“An important part of our education vision is

that all children should have a pleasant dining

environment, seated in the company of others.”

She added that if these aspirations were to

be met, there will be a need for greater capacity

for cooking, serving, dining, clean-up and

changing areas. It would make sense, she said,

to take this into

account when

building or

refurbishing

schools.

Simon Lucas, a

partner at EC

Harris supported

this view, calling for

“fully joined up

thinking around the

whole eating

experience”. 

FORUM URGES FRESH LOOK
AT SCHOOL KITCHENS

UNI INSTALS
‘GREEN’ 
COOLERS
Water Coolers Direct (WCD), has supplied and

installed its range of plumbed-in water coolers

at Pollock Halls of residence for students at

Edinburgh University. 

The Halls also have 22 year-round

commercial meeting spaces sold under the

commercial brand ‘Edinburgh First’ aimed at

conferences, business meetings, training courses

and weddings with catering and accommodation.

As part of the University’s sustainability policy,

Edinburgh First chose to changes to provide

conference delegates and guests with readily

available chilled drinking water.

Ian Macaulay, assistant director of catering,

said:  “Our investment in changing to these

coolers will save us the costs of bottled water

delivery and reduce the hassles of arranging

deliveries and storing stock.” 

DIETITIAN WINS 
COELIAC AWARD

Ruma Kinkead-Weekes, a senior dietician at

William Harvey Hospital in Ashford, Kent, has

been named winner of the ‘Healthcare

Professional 2009’ title by Coeliac UK.-  

Ruma, employed by Eastern and Coastal

Kent Community Services, was nominated by

the local coeliac support group, who said:

“She is extremely well qualified and has vast

experience. She is a really busy lady but finds

time to attend every meeting we hold,

bringing along her home-made goodies.” 

“She is such an asset to the group

dealing with queries in a friendly fashion and

especially the newly diagnosed who she will

spend so much time with and do personal

follow-ups. Ruma has such a warm, bubbly

personality and talks utter common sense

making living on a gluten-free diet seem fun.” 

Ruma flanked by Miranda Brooks of Coeliac

UK and Kate Cornmell  of the sponsors Juvella

TOTALLY SECONDARY
A guide to simplify the new nutrient
standards for school caterers, has been
produced by 3663. Entitled Totally
Secondary it is compiled by people
understanding the challenges of
producing meals to meet government
guidelines and appeal to secondary
school children. For more details call
0870 3663 000.

BUTCHERY CAREERS
As a result of the shortage of butchers in
the trade, Booker, the food & drink
wholesaler, has trained 40 staff, over the
last 12 months, to start a career in
butchery.  They all have previously held
other positions within branches and with
further development can potentially
progress to future Butchery Managers.
The roll out of this training scheme will
continue to enhance and improve
Booker’s commitment to providing a
personal service as well as allowing an
improved butchery counter at evenings
and weekends. 

VITAL MARKET INSIGHT
Catering equipment suppliers are being
invited to join a database delivering vital
sales information including trends,
market growth and market share.
“Business professionals are increasingly
recognising the importance of accurate
market figures, to be able to track their
market share and forecast sales,” says
Keith Warren of the Catering Equipment
Suppliers Association which runs the
CESASTATS service.

DERBY GIVES HA LIFELINE
A Hospitality Action Derby night on
Tuesday, October 6 will raise vital funds
to support those in the industry who
have fallen upon hard times. The evening
will be sponsored by Blackhouse and
Woodford Reserve and will be hosted at
the Blackhouse Grill, Chester.  

BIDVEST GROWS IN EUROPE
Bidvest, parent company of the UK’s
3663, is expanding its delivered
wholesale business into Central and
Eastern Europe with the acquisition of
Nowaco and Farutex. Nowaco covers the
foodservice and independent retail
markets in Slovakia and the Czech
Republic while Farutex is a distributor to
the Polish market. LACA head Beverley Baker:

school kitchen plea
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