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EDUCATION

The School Food Trust has launched
a guide to help special schools
prepare for the new nutrient-based
standards for school food, coming
into force in September.  

A booklet and CD entitled ‘Eat
Better, Do Better: A practical guide to

adopting a Whole School Approach to
food in special schools’ is being sent to
all special schools in England offering
advice in achieving and maintaining a
positive healthy eating culture for the
whole school community.

All maintained and non-maintained
special schools in England from
September will be expected to have
introduced the Government’s final food-
based and nutrient-based standards for
school lunches.

Helping pupils with complex
physical, emotional, behavioural and
medical needs to meet their nutritional
requirements may be harder to achieve
than for pupils without these conditions. 

Prue Leith, celebrity chef and
chairwoman for the School Food Trust
said: “The guide has been specially
developed as a practical tool to offer
an extra level of support.  

“Children in special schools, like
children anywhere else, need healthy
delicious food in a pleasant
environment and with time to enjoy it.
But ensuring they get such an obvious
need is not always easy. This guidance
should really help: drawn from the
practical experience of professionals
who have already managed it.”  

The guide contains a case study of
The Livity School, Lambeth, where good
practice has been achieved.

‘EAT BETTER, DO BETTER’ GUIDE 

Sodexo has won a five-year deal to
provide catering services at Banbury
School, which is Oxfordshire’s first
Trust school. 

Worth almost £2million in total
potential turnover, the contract caterer
will provide meals to more than 1,600
pupils at the recently redeveloped site
in Banbury.

Pupils will be able to enjoy food from

Sodexo’s ‘for you…’ menu, which has
been specifically developed to make
lunchtime fun and attractive, while
educating them to choose a healthy
balanced meal, meeting nutritional
requirements.

The appetising menus will offer pupils
and staff everything from smoothies and
fresh paninis to hot meals such as
Mexican wraps and stir fries.  

Pupils will eat in the school’s new
dining rooms which were opened by
Michael Grove MP, Shadow Secretary of
State for children, schools and families.
Sixth Form students will also be able to
benefit from an all-day café to be
managed by Sodexo.

Sodexo has more than 50 years’
experience in the education market and
already has a healthy portfolio of clients. 

FIVE-YEAR MEAL DEAL FOR SODEXO

Schoolkitchens.com, a new website
launched by PKL Group, provides a
wide range of information to
schools, colleges, universities and
local authorities about permanent
and temporary kitchen solutions for
the education sector.

The website provides information on
the wide range of temporary and
permanent options available to
establishments undertaking a kitchen
refurbishment or new build, including
temporary kitchen and dining solutions, 

KitchenPods (modular kitchens for
primary schools), new build kitchen and
dining facilities and catering equipment

supply and management services.
There is also details on a large

number of funding initiatives for new
school kitchen and dining facilities and
how to apply for them as well as useful
links to organisations that have been
set up to promote the uptake of school
meals and improve dining facilities.

With funding for rebuilding schools
and universities in the UK running into
billions of pounds over the next 10
years and a number of Government
initiatives in place to promote healthy
eating in schools, the development of
kitchen and dining facilities is high on
the agenda for many operators. 

KITCHEN WEBSITE GIVES WIDE OPTIONS
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